stop abuse for
everyone

MEXICO SAFE

Thursday, March 315t 2022

“What Was | Wearing?"” exhibit challenges attitudes about
sexual assault through stories told by survivors

The SAFE Alliance partners and the Consulate General of Mexico in
Austin joint efforts to open a special exhibition of real stories of
sexual violence

April 2022, Austin, Texas - The “What Was | Wearing?” exhibit opens on
April 7' with a special ceremony led by SAFE advocates, the Consulate
General of Mexico in Austin, and survivors of sexual assault.

“What Was | Wearing?” invites the community to question harmful
attitudes and reactions by sharing stories of survivors and displaying the
outfits they were wearing at the time of the assault. The outfits displayed
will be assembled based on descriptions given by survivors, from clothes
donated by the survivors themselves.

Too often survivors are asked what they were wearing at the time of the
assault, or other questions about the time, place, or circumstances. This line
of questions suggests that they are at fault for what happened to them.
Sexual assault is never the survivor’s fault—the blame should lie with the
person who chose to harm them.

This in-person exhibit was originally planned for April 2020, however, due
to safety concerns resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic, the presentation
was adapted into a virtual gallery. Now that Austin has lifted the city’s risk-
based COVID restrictions, we are excited to invite the public to the “What
Was | Wearing?” exhibit in person.

As part of the opening ceremony, the Consul in Charge Ricardo Sanchez
Méndez and SAFE's CEO Julia Spann will sign a Memorandum of
Understanding in order to establish a cooperation framework in order to
assist Mexican nationals victims of interpersonal violence.

“What Was | Wearing?” opens with a special ceremony at the premises of
the Consulate General of Mexico in Austin. The gallery will remain open to
the public through June 30*.
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We ask that all attendees at the opening ceremony RSVP here.

Opening ceremony details

Thursday, April 7t, 2022
Consulate General of Mexico in Austin
5202 E. Ben White Blvd. #150, Austin, TX 78741
Doors open at 6:30 P.M. Ceremony begins at 7 P.M.

Light refreshments served following ceremony

COVID protocols

We ask that all attendees wear masks to this indoor event.

About Consulate General of Mexico in Austin

The Consulate General of Mexico in Austin, is one of the 50 Mexican consular
offices in the United States. The Consular Office started operations in 1940.
Since 1996, by mutual agreement between the governments of Mexico and
the United States, the category of this Representation was raised to
Consulate General. Nowadays, the Consulate General of Mexico in Austin,
with a consular district covering 23 counties of Central Texas, serves about
800,000 Mexican nationals living in a 52,605 square kilometers area. The
main services of this consular office includes documentation for Mexican
nationals and foreigners, protection and legal assistance, community
empowerment, and Mexican cultural diffusion.

To learn more, please visit https://consulmex.sre.gob.mx/austin/

About SAFE
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SAFE is a Central Texas nonprofit committed to providing safety, stability,
and healing to anyone who has experienced violence and abuse. Locally,
we provide housing, support services, and prevention programs to stop the
cycle of violence. Globally, we engage in conversations that shape a culture
free from violence and abuse.

Learn more at safeaustin.org

Jueves, 31 de marzo de 2022

La exhibiciéon “;Qué traia puesto?” desafia las actitudes
sobre la agresion sexual a través de testimonios contados
por sobrevivientes

La organizacion SAFE y el Consulado General de México en Austin
unen esfuerzos para inaugurar una especial exhibicion sobre
historias reales de violencia sexual

Abril 2022, Austin, Texas - La exhibicion “;Qué traia puesto?” se inaugura el
7 de abril con una ceremonia especial dirigida por la organizaciéon SAFE, el
Consulado General de México en Austin y sobrevivientes de agresion
sexual.

“:Qué traia puesto?” invita a la comunidad a cuestionarse actitudes
daninas al compartir historias de sobrevivientes, mostrando los atuendos
que vestian al momento de sufrir una agresion. Los atuendos desplegados
se ensamblaran con base en las descripciones dadas por los sobrevivientes,
a partir de ropa donada por los mismos sobrevivientes.

Con frecuencia los sobrevivientes son cuestionados sobre su forma de
vestir al momento de la agresién, asi como de la hora, lugar y
circunstancias. Este contexto interrogatorio sugiere que los sobrevivientes
tienen la culpa de lo que les sucedid, a pesar de que la agresiéon sexual
nunca es culpa de la victima; la culpa debe recae en la persona que eligié
hacerle daho.
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Esta exhibicién en persona se planeé originalmente para abril de 2020; sin
embargo, debido a la contingencia sanitaria derivada de la pandemia de
COVID-19, la presentacién se adapté a una galeria virtual. Ahora que Austin
ha levantado las restricciones de COVID basadas en el riesgo de la ciudad,
nos complace invitar al publico a "¢ Qué traia puesto?".

Como parte de la ceremonia de apertura, el Cénsul Encargado Ricardo
Sanchez Méndez y la Directora General de SAFE, Julia Spann, suscribiran un
Memorandum de Entendimiento con el fin de establecer un marco de
cooperacion formal para atender a las personas de nacionalidad mexicana
victimas de violencia interpersonal.

Solicitamos a todos los asistentes a la ceremonia de inauguracion
confirmar su asistencia aqui.

Detalles de la inauguracién

Jueves, 7 de abril de 2022
Consulado General de México en Austin
5202 E. Ben White Blvd. #150, Austin, TX 78741
Puertas abren 6:30 P.M. Ceremonia inicia 7 P.M.

Aperitivos servidos después de la ceremonia

Protocolo COVID

Rogamos que todos los asistentes usen cubre bocas durante su
participacion en este evento.

Sobre el Consulado General de México en Austin

El Consulado General de México en Austin, es una de las 50 oficinas
consulares de México en los Estados Unidos. Esta Oficina Consular inicié
operaciones en 1940. A partir de 1996, por mutuo acuerdo entre los
gobiernos de México y Estados Unidos, se elevo la categoria de esta
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Representacion a Consulado General. Actualmente, el Consulado General
de México en Austin, desarrolla sus actividades en un distrito consular que
cubre 23 condados del centro de Texas, atendiendo a una poblacién
estimada de 800,000 ciudadanos mexicanos que viven en un area de 52,605
kildbmetros cuadrados. Los principales servicios de esta Oficina Consular
incluyen expedicion de documentos para nacionales y extranjeros,
proteccion y asistencia legal, empoderamiento comunitario y difusiéon de la
cultura mexicana.

Para conocer mas, Visita el siguiente sitio electrénico:
https://consulmex.sre.gob.mx/austin/

Sobre SAFE

SAFE es una organizacion sin fines de lucro del centro de Texas
comprometida a brindar seguridad, estabilidad y sanacién a cualquier
persona que haya experimentado violencia y abuso. Localmente,
brindamos vivienda, servicios de apoyo y programas de prevencién para
detener el ciclo de violencia. A nivel mundial, participamos en
conversaciones que dan forma a una cultura libre de violencia y abuso.

Aprende mas en safeaustin.org


https://consulmex.sre.gob.mx/austin/

